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Helping Haiti after the Earthquake … D6990 (Florida/Bahamas)  

In the fall of 2009, then District Governor Elect Doug Maymon (D6990 - South 
Florida, Florida Keys, Grand Bahamas) formed The Rotary District 6990 Haiti 
Initiative Task Force,  following a trip to Haiti Doug took with members of his 
class of incoming District Governors. In January 2010, a devastating earthquake 
of catastrophic magnitude hit Haiti. Its epicenter was located near the town of 
Léogâne, about 16 miles west of Port-au-Prince, Haiti's capital.  That’s when the 
task force’s work had its first challenge. See page 3 for the rest of the story ... 

Worldwide Annual Giving in 
2010-11 Surpasses 
Expectations 
Rotarians and friends of Rotary 
responded with extraordinary 
generosity again during the 2010-11 
Rotary year. Contributions to our 
Annual Programs Fund exceeded 
US$100 million for the fourth time in 
history, and we far surpassed our 
goal of US$95.5 million. In fact, 
contributions to the Annual Programs 
Fund were the second highest ever, 
at close to US$108 million. Thanks to 
each of you for your efforts and 
personal financial support towards 
this achievement. 



Dear Friends, 

The 2011-2012 Rotary Year is well underway as we near the 
end of the first quarter. Rotarians throughout Zone 34 are 
busily involved the good work of The Rotary Foundation. It has 
been my privilege to visit several districts so far this year, 
participating in numerous District Rotary Foundation Seminars 
and other events, as well as visiting quite a few clubs to share 
news and enthusiasm about TRF – our shared foundation. It is 
gratifying to see the excitement of fellow Rotarians realizing 
that we really do have an opportunity to help enhance the lives 
of people throughout the world by supporting TRF and 
becoming involved in TRF programs and grants. 

November is Rotary Foundation Month, and it is just a few 
weeks away. While Foundation Horizons is a bi-monthly 
newsletter normally published in the middle of the month, we 
will be moving our November issue up a bit: We’re asking for 
your stories by October 15 so we can publish on November 1. In 
the meantime,  I urge you to encourage the clubs in your 
districts to schedule at least one meeting during November 
focusing on TRF. It is important for those of us in leadership 
positions within the zone and districts to continue to share 
information with our fellow Rotarians about the importance of 
our shared foundation. TRF is truly the crown jewel of Rotary, 
and it is through TRF that we are able to impact the lives of 
millions of people in a positive way. 

While people in all parts of the world are facing problems, 
certainly the people of areas in Africa suffering from drought, 
famine and rampant disease are facing monumental challenges. 
In response to this, the Trustees of The Rotary Foundation have 
approved the Rotary Horn of Africa Famine and Refugee Relief 
Fund. Please see the article on this page and consider providing 
support. 

Thank you for all that you do to support the goals and missions 
of TRF. Let’s all keep on Doing Good in the World. 
 

Best regards, 

Brent  
D. Brent Williams  

Regional Rotary Foundation Coordinator, Zone 34 

 The Work of the Foundation … What Better Kind of “Busy” 
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Giving Reports: Zone 34    

Our Annual Programs Fund goal for 
2010-2011 was $4,680,389. Unofficial 
results show we raised $4,127,449.23. 
Watch for the first reports on 2011-12 

in our November newsletter.  

Call for Nominations - Global 
Service to Humanity Award  

The Global Service to Humanity Award was 

created to honor TRF alumni (Ambassadorial 

Scholars, GSE teams, etc.) who have provided 

extraordinary service to humanity and 

exemplified the Rotary ideal of Service Above 

Self through their professional achievements 

and volunteer activities. Only one person in the 

world is honored with this significant award each 

year. George Huffman will be coordinating 

nominations from Zone 34 this year. You may contact George at 

grhuffman@earthlink.net for more information. Nominations are 

due by Oct. 15.  

Sandy 

DôAlemberte, 

last yearôs 

recipient -  from 
D6940 (Florida)  

Foundation Trustees Approve  
Horn of Africa Fund 

In response to the humanitarian crisis in 

parts of Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somalia, The 

Rotary Foundation has established the 

Rotary Horn of Africa Famine and Refugee 

Relief Fund, which will support recovery 

projects in the affected areas. The worst drought in 60 years has 

gripped the Horn of Africa, leading to acute famine in parts of 

Somalia, where hundreds of thousands of people are now fleeing 

to Ethiopia and Kenya for aid. More than 10 million people are 

affected in the drought-stricken countries, including 3.7 million 

who are at risk of starvation. 

Ways to Donate 

Send a check payable to The Rotary Foundation, including the 

notation “Rotary Horn of Africa Famine and Refugee Relief Fund, 

#G10008” on the memo line, to: The Rotary Foundation, 14280 

Collections Center Drive, Chicago, IL 60693 USA. 

Donors to this fund will receive Paul Harris Fellow recognition 

points. 

If you or your district wishes to donate District Designated Funds 

(DDF) to the Rotary Horn of Africa Famine and Refugee Relief 

Fund, please follow the instructions on the form that follows this 

article. 

For more information, contact: 

 Jennifer Kordell at +1-847-866-3104 
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Projects To Embrace Humanity: 

HAITI AFTER THE QUAKE:  The meaningful work of the 
Rotary D6990 Haiti Initiative Task Force, 2010-2011 

When the earthquake hit Haiti in January 2010, 
D6990’s District Governor Nominee Todd Dayton 
(now DG) immediately sprang into action and 
formed a Google Group that served as a crucial 
online forum for the exchange of information as 
well as a clearing house for requests coming out 
from Haiti and in from Rotarians worldwide.  In 
July 2010, this group officially became the Rotary 
D6990 Haiti Initiative Task Force, formed by DG 
Doug Maymon and chaired by Coral Gables 
Rotarian Noelle A. Galperin. 

Over the course of the 2010-2011 Rotary year, 
the D6990 Haiti Initiative Task Force assisted 
district clubs in raising 
$172,000 supporting a 
broad range of projects in 
education and healthcare 
across the country of 
Haiti. 

District-wide, Project 
Medishare was 
supported with a grant of 
$70,000. 

 
 

$10,000 in DDF was secured by Joe Steven of 
RC Miami Dadeland Pinecrest for crucial 
equipment needed for the Justinian Hospital 
Family Medicine 3-year Residency Program 
training doctors in Family Medicine. 

More About Project 
Medishare (PM)  
§ Founded in 1994 by 

renowned Drs. Barth 
Green and Arthur Fournier 
of the University of Miami.   

§ Focus on community 
health and development - 
from healthcare, 
education, clean water 
and malnutrition … to 
protection for orphans 
and vulnerable children … 
to  agriculture 
development and 
women's empowerment 
programs. 

In partnership with Hospital 
Bernard Mevs in Port-au-
Prince, Haiti, PM runs the 
only trauma and critical care 
hospital in all of Haiti 

Some Statistics 

§ Care for 45,000 critically ill 
patients - first half 2011.   

§ Prosthetics program has 
serve over 50,000 patients 
since the earthquake 

§ Over 200 Haitian skilled 
health care workers ... all 
trained onsite.   

§ 12 full-time international 
staffers provide 
specialized services, 
including on-the-job 
mentoring to build 
sustainable capacity in the 
healthcare sector in Haiti.   

§ International corps of 
volunteer doctors, nurses, 
and health care 
professionals - who rotate 
into Haiti weekly  

 

$45,000 was applied for by Bette Brown of RC 
Upper Keys (below) and received from Rotary 
International’s Haiti-specific Donor Advised 
Fund (DAF) for a women’s and children’s clinic in 
Kenscoff (above) 

$47,000 was applied for 
by Rachel Oropeza of RC 
Key West (left) and 
received from the DAF to 
fund malnutrition clinics 
run by Hôpital Albert 
Schweitzer Haiti (above) 

Noelle Galperin at 
MediShare 

Local nurses trained by MediShare provide needed 
community care. 



Embracing Humanity: Educating the Children of Thailand 

Roscoe Turner, a member of the Rotary Club of Sarasota, Florida (D6960, USA) has made 21 trips to Thailand over the past 7 years with 
the goal to improve schools and educational opportunities for children. His small foundation has raised more than $250,000 for building 
materials, teaching aids, books, and computers. Thanks to Debra Lowe for sharing his story. 

How does a Rotarian from Venice, Florida find 
his way to the rural villages of Thailand? As is 
often the case, it was a simple twist of fate. In 
2003 Roscoe accepted 
an invitation to visit a 
school in rural Thailand 
when his plans to go 
parachuting with a 
group of retired 
military friends fell 
through. “History was 
rewritten from then 
on” is how he 
describes what he saw 
and how it changed his 
life; overcrowded, drab 
classrooms, a library 
located in the basement, sparse school 

supplies, few books or computers and 
an inadequate sanitation system. On 
that first visit, he met a little girl 
named Tam, who he says, “pulled him 
back”. He returned the following 
spring- suitcases bulging with school 
supplies, to keep his promise to 
rebuild schools, provide educational 
opportunities and bring hope of a 
better tomorrow to a group of young 
children. Often, education is the only 
alternative to a life of manual labor or 
drug or human trafficking. 

Roscoe has been joined on his humanitarian 
trips by Rotarians and non-Rotarians alike. 
He’s recruited volunteers from Rotary Clubs 
all over the United States. But it’s not only 
this group of humanitarians from half a world 
away doing great things; everyone in the 
villages-from mothers, grandmothers, fathers, 
sisters and brothers lend a hand. Roscoe 
states that they come out en mass to help 
because what they may lack in financial 
resources they make up for in motivation to 
improve the quality of life for the children. 
And they are grateful to the “outsiders” who 
come to make a difference in their lives.  

Roscoe’s work has impacted 27 villages, each 
home to an average of 100 families. It isn’t  

unusual for Roscoe to be waiting in the 
airport or stopped at a filling station and 
have someone come up and say “Aren’t you 

Roscoe? I met you at my 
school 2, 3, 4 years ago.” 

Since that first visit in 
November 2003, when 
Roscoe and Jan first met the 
Thai school children and 
decided to help, they have 
completed 62 projects, 
carried 155 suitcases of 
donated school supplies and 
books, 5 kits of medical 
supplies (worth $26,000 
each), AND 900 hand knit 

sweaters. 89 volunteers from America, 
Australia, Canada, Hong Kong and Thailand 
paid their own expenses and joined the 
Turners in Thailand, A few have made 3 
trips and one man, 4.  

And what about that little girl, Tam? In 
March, 2011 on his 20th trip, Roscoe 
attended her 6th grade graduation-and yes, 
she will go on to continue her education. 

Roscoe’s 22nd trip to Thailand is scheduled 
from October 27 to November 20, 2011. 

The work will focus on kindergarten 
classrooms and sanitation facilities. 
The planned spring 2012 trip will coincide 
with The Rotary International Convention in 
Bangkok (May 6 to 9). Roscoe invites you to 
see Bangkok and then come spend a week 
with Roscoe’s Thai Projects in the North and 
“experience” Thailand and the Thai people, 
like no tour could ever do. For more 
information, email Roscoe at: 
Roscoes_Thai_Projects@comcast.net.  
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With the help of his wife Jan, The Rotary 
Foundation’s Matching Grants Program, his 
Rotary club, the local Thai people, and 
partner Rotary clubs in Thailand (where he is 
an honorary member of 2 clubs), Roscoe has 
enabled 68 Thai schools to have a quality 
environment and appropriate tools for 
educating their children. His projects have 
provided libraries, computers and classrooms, 
dormitories, sanitation facilities and 
playgrounds. In addition to these tangible 
improvements, they have assisted volunteer 
dentists in staffing clinics at the schools, 
taught English and tutored children and 
adults in computer literacy. 

Roscoe has been awarded three matching 
grants from The Rotary Foundation benefiting 
9 schools and one dental clinic. One of his 

grants involved the Rotary clubs of Sarasota 
(D6960) and Mae Chan (D3360 in rural 
Northern Thailand). The Thai Rotarians 
realized that their primary schools lacked 
books and teaching tools to adequately 
educate their children in what has become a 
competitive environment. They wanted to 
ensure that the village children were given 
the best chance possible to earn scholarships 
enabling them to continue studying at a 
secondary or trade school.  

The US$21,500 project positively impacted 
400 village children by providing more than 
100 computers, furniture, and books to five 
rural primary school libraries in the Chiangrai 
province. The project improved the children's 
digital literacy and increased student 
enrollment rates. Based on the successful 
outcome of this project, the clubs continued 
to work together providing additional 
humanitarian services to Thailand.  

 



In 2000, Rotarian George 

Huffman led a Group 

Study Exchange team to 

District 4750 in Brazil. He 

has been an ambassador 

for The Rotary 

Foundation for his entire 

Rotary career. Today he 

is Zone 34’s Rotary 

Foundation Alumni Chair. 

He is serving his fourth 

year on the zone’s TRF 

team - having just 

completed three years as 

ARRFC for D6930, D6980 and D6990 in 

Florida. When you talk to George, it’s 

clear how much he cares about Rotary 

and The Rotary Foundation. 

He says that from the start, he’s been 

impressed by three things: 1) the 

number of business and professional 

members who are regarded as 

community leaders, 2) Rotary’s service 

to others, and 3) the fun everyone has.  

George joined Rotary at the invitation 

of PDG Walter “Buckie” Allen, the 

successful owner of a wholesale 

pharmaceutical company, and Ronald 

Harrison, former Adjutant General of 

the Florida National Guard, both of 

whom have served as national 

presidents of their respective 

professional organizations.  George’s 

home club is the Rotary Club of Orlando

(D6980, Florida, USA).   

 

 

George says his favorite 

Rotary moment occurred at 

his first International 

Convention. “Seeing the 

flags presented from all of 

the countries with Rotary 

clubs, I got goose bumps. 

For the first time, I realized 

what an awesome 

organization that I had 

joined.” 

His proudest Rotary 

moment? “The year when I 

was District Permanent Fund Chair and 33 

Rotarians in our district became new 

Bequest Society Members.” He puts that 

achievement right alongside his 

opportunity as an Air Force Reservist to 

be assigned as the Reserve back-up to the 

USAF Director of Public Information at the 

Eastern Missile and Space Center, for the 

early launches of the Space Shuttle. 

“In Brazil, I met Rotarians who were 

leaders in their communities and made 

things happen to help children and 

families in need of basic services,” George 

says.   

“I was impressed by the friendliness and 

warmth of our host Rotarians and the 

respect given them by the local 

populations. The experience opened my 

eyes as to the positive impact Rotary can 

have on society.  As we went from village 

to village, I saw hospitals and clinics, 

orphanages, day care centers, and schools  

 

equipped by Rotary-funded grants.  Clubs 

participating in these grants were from all 

over the world. It was an eye opener to 

realize the international connection of 

Rotarians united in the common cause of 

service to others.” 

When we asked George what he does for 

fun, the answer was no surprise. “While 

playing golf is my favorite weekly pastime, 

traveling to new places and finding evidence 

of Rotary’s presence in villages, towns and 

cities around the world truly warms my 

heart.” 

 

George’s commitment to The Rotary 

Foundation is no surprise either. “I don’t 

know of any service organization in the 

world that does so much good in the world 

with more “bang for the buck” than The 

Rotary Foundation of  Rotary International …

our Foundation.  Just think, the programs 

and funds are conceived, administered and 

delivered by Rotarians working together 

around the world … building international 

understanding, giving hope and opportunity 

to those in need through humanitarian 

projects, literacy and disease prevention.  

It’s a great feeling to know that by your 

contributions, you are a part of making the 

world a little better than it would have 

been.” 

Thanks, George, for your unending efforts 

for Rotary and The Rotary Foundation.  

Meet Our Zone Team: George Huffman, Rotary Foundation Alumni Chair 

“Rotary is a rare opportunity in life to be part of a prestigious 
worldwide fellowship of men and women dedicated to 

integrity in their occupations and to serving others in their 
communities and around the world who are in need of hope, 

health, and opportunities for a better life.” 

Page 5 

George is an avid golfer and loves to 
travel. He is a graduate of the University 
of North Carolina.  
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Community Polio Project Winner 
Last spring, we asked the Clubs and Districts of Zone 34 to think of 

ways they could involve their communities in raising funds to 

eradicate polio. This is the story of the best project …  

Poinsettias for Polio 
 In 2008 the Rotary Club of the Villages (D6980, Florida, USA)

decided that the proceeds of its annual Christmas Poinsettia sales 

be given to RI for the Polio Fund, in addition to funds budgeted 

annually by the club's Foundation. 

As Christmas approaches. poinsettias are sold to the public on both 

town squares in the Villages and to local churches and businesses. 

For the last three years, the Club raised nearly $5,500 a year—or 

$16,500 - through poinsettia sales. By the time the Club added its 

contribution from the Club’s Foundation, total giving to the Polio 

Challenge exceeded $30,000. 

Through August 31, 
the PolioPlus 
Challenge has raised 
$187 Million!  

Looking Back at 2010-11 and 
Forward  
All Districts did a terrific job in 2010-11 promoting 
Rotary’s #1 priority: The Worldwide Eradication of 
Polio.  Remember, this is the goal!   

Zone results for 2010-11 were outstanding 

§ A total of $1,541,716 was contributed by Rotarians in 
our 14 districts  

§ Ten districts gave DDF in the amount of 
$315,116– 6970 led with $70,000, 7030 with 
$50,000 and 6980 and 6920 both over $40,000 

§ Total giving was $1,856,832 – Top 3 districts were 
6900, 6970 and 7020 

§ Per club giving was $2,336 with contributions and 
DDF – Leading were 6970 at $5,620 and 6900 at 
$4,648 

Zone results for the campaign close to $6,000,000 

§ A total of $4,482,381 has been contributed by 
Rotarians in our 14 districts 

§ DDF in the amount of $1,439,585 has been given by 
all 14 districts 

§ Total giving is now $5,921,966 – 6900 and 6970 
both over $1,000,000 

§ Per club giving is now $7,449 for the 3 ½ years of 
the campaign – Top 3 districts are 6970 at $17,004, 
6900 at $15,332 and 6920 at $7,155.  6910, 6930, 
6940, 6960, 6980 and 6990 are all over $6,000.  
6950, 7020 and 7030 are close to $6,000 per capita.  

We need to keep the focus on for Rotary year 11-12 

§ Letting our local communities know eradicating polio 
worldwide is critical 

§ Influencing governments to provide funds to keep up 
the fight until the victory!   

§ You will receive reports so you can tell your US 
Congressmen/women and Senators how much 
Rotarians in your district have given to polio 
eradication since 1987 

§ Even in times such as these, it is important to let 
them now the US needs to continue providing 
funding - $148,000,000 is in the proposed 2012 
budget. 

 

Jerry Knoll (right) who has put in many hours leading other members 
and John Rabley ,Past President and club TRF Chair.  



Your Zone 34 Rotary Foundation Team   
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Zone 34 Regional Rotary Foundation Coordinator (RRFC):  

Brent WilliamsBrent Williams   
(352) 317-1046   ee--mail:mail:  brentwilliams.rotary@gmail.com 

ARRFC:     Kenan KernKenan Kern    
(912) 660-4997   ee--mail:mail:  kenankern@comcast.net 

ARRFC:         Ruben AlfarasRuben Alfaras      
(813) 748-7926     ee--mail: mail: jalfaras@msn.com  

ARRFC:  Gene BeilGene Beil  
(767) 868-2306      ee--mail: mail: kiwimate@msn.com  

ARRFC:     Lee PharesLee Phares   
(954) 492-8254       ee--mail:mail:  leephares@earthlink.netleephares@earthlink.net  

RRFC:         Brent WilliamsBrent Williams      

(352) 317-1046        ee--mail: mail: brentwilliams.rotary@gmail.com 

Zone 34 Challenge Coordinator:   Robert HallRobert Hall  

(678) 429-2799 e-mail: Rhall.im64@gtalumni.org 

Zone 34 RFAC:   George HuffmanGeorge Huffman 
(407) 896-8632      ee--mail:mail:  grhuffman@earthlink.net 

Foundation Contact CenterFoundation Contact Center       Debra LoweDebra Lowe     

(866) 976 -8279         Major Gifts Officer  
contact.center@rotary.org    phone: 407-846-0610; cell: 407-791-5115  

 Debra.lowe@rotary.org  

          

Joanne BertscheJoanne Bertsche     Karena Bierman, J.DKarena Bierman, J.D .  
Annual Giving Officer   Sr. Planned Giving Officer   
(847) 866 -3146   (847) 866 -4458  

Joanne.Bertsche@rotary.org  Karena.Bierman@rotary.org  

The Rotary Foundation: Contacts   

D ISTRICTS : 6900, 6910, 6920  

D ISTRICTS : 6890, 6960, 7000  

D ISTRICTS : 6940, 6950, 6970  

D ISTRICTS : 6930, 6980, 6990  

D ISTRICTS : 7020, 7030  

ROTARY ôS $200 M ILLION  CHALLENGE  

ROTARY  FOUNDATIION  ALUMNI  COORDINATOR  (RFAC)  

NEWSLETTER  EDITOR  

Zone 34    Jackie CuthbertJackie Cuthbert  
(770) 518-2766   e-mail: cuthbert@mindspring.com  

mailto:Rhall.im64@gtalumni.org
mailto:contact.center@rotary.org
mailto:Karena.Bierman@rotary.org

